COMMENTARY,,
EXPOSITION

Upon :
The XII. Minor Prophets.

Wherein the Text isexplained, fome Controverfies are difcufled, fundry
Cafes of Confcience are cleared, and many remarkable matters hinted,
thathad by former Interpreters been pretermitted,
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Heseunto is added, a Treatife called, The Righteous Mans Recompence, Or,
Atrur Chriftian characterized and erconraged , out of Malachi Chap. 3.
Verf, 16, 17, 5%,

Inall which diverfe other Texts of Scripture, which occafionally occurre, are
fislly opened : and the whele fo intermixed with percinent Hiftories, as will
. yeeldborh pleafure and profit, tothe judicious Keader.

By Iohn_ Trapp M. ed. once of Cbrﬁfc})urib in
Oxford,now Paftor of Weltonupon Awon in Glouceftes-fhire,

. Als7.42.
As it s written intbe Book_ of the Prophets,

“The X 11 Minor Prophets were conjoyned in one Volume, or Book, left by theis
littlencfl: they thould be feattered or perifh.  River.
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- * The Preface 1o the (Z{c;ziz—ler.

A Rauly Light is fweet, and a pleafans thing it is for the
%S eyes to bebold the Sunne ; O but much more plea-
] lowk  {ant for the eye of faith to fec the Sunof righte-
NS onfneffe: that light of life, Bletled, may we fay,
age apx eyeswhuch fee this Sun fhine fo glorioufly from the
Gofpell; "and though through glaffes, yet fuch as are, and
wil] be kept from breaking by that prefence of Chrilt pro-
mikdd his gﬂiniﬁcrs of the Gofpel to the end of the World,
whom he calls, the light of the world. Happy artthou, O
England, where it hath been day-light thefe hundred years,
itid God forbid that wee fhould expofe our {elves to
that the-condenuation; in loving darknefle rather thenlight.
If we thorten this onr’ day, certainly it will be our death.
Ancvil generation thercfore s that, whofe hellifh princi-
ples prompt them utterly to extinguith all our burning and
Sbining Lamps, by draining out all their oil; andio are
thofe children of the night, whole hellith pra&ifes at-
tempt the blowing out of thefe lights that do diftover
their deeds of darknefie, and becaufe they cannor(no more
thenbecken the Sunnc from the skie)) cheir breath is (pent
in curfing them as treely, and fiercely,as the Ethiopians do
the Sun for {corching them. If this continue, fad arc our
fears, left our ‘Sun be not far from fetting: .and wetake up
thatlamentation with Jeremy , Wo untons for the day goeth
away, for the fbadows of the evening are firetched ont.
Neither arcthe Symptomes of ti.is onely in the profefled
difavowing of the Miniftery, by wen of corrupt mindssvepro-
bateconcerning the faith, and who bave put away a good con-
feience; but allo in the dark lives of many of thole who
feem to afte&t Gofpel-light, and yet walk not boweftly as in
the day vejoyee in the light, yet walk not a5 children of the light.
Nay among(t the beft are notnotiens profecuted morethen
pra&ife ? and our light like the Moon’s without heat ? yea,
and whercas the Father of lights hath fet up his Candle-
ftick among(t us, that we might do his work ; we rather do
our own, making our felves, and not him our end, The good

Lordin mercy makeallhis to face abour towards himfelf; & -

toface oneanother,as the Cherubims over the Mercy-feat.
Reader, ouradvice to thee is,to do thy duty,though many
othersneglet theirs: Bleflc God there are fo many windows
tolet inlight unto thee,& praythat they may beyet clearer,
ro give in dayly new light (thou knoweft we fpeake notin a
fanatick

o 37%) Preface 0 t/Jer‘Rejzdg;t. -
fanatick Diale&) we mean, freth, and fuller difcoveries of Go=
fpel-myfteries ; whereunto thou wiltfinde this Authour hath_
made no finall contribution,by thele his Annhotationsupon the
fmall Prophets,from betore which few have drawn the curtain
fo far as he 5 open thercfore the Cafement in reading,and much
light may be Ictinto thy mind to underftand chingsthat have
been hid from thine eyes,or feen but dimly. o

We need not commend the Authour, all his works fpeal him
to be a werkman that necdeth not tobe afbawed, an Interpreter one
among athonfand: wemay fay of him, as Cyprianto Cald. Adeo
exercitatis G- inScripturis peritits, uk canté omnia, & confulli ge-
rat. Origer [peaking of the Prophets, calls them Bees,and their
1 rophefics haney-combes, this Expofitor God hath made skil-

{full bo'th in hiving and cxprefiing.

This friend of the Spoule, prefents hier here with more wew
borders of gold, enameld and fer ot with fpangles of filwer, wroughe
upon a precious part of holy Writ, which he hath beanti-
ficd with variety ofhumane Learning. And left thy heart{hould
rile again't this expreflion; giveus leave to tell thee, that °
thoughmany tn thefe laft, and worft, and wofull dayes ; {coffe
at the learned Langnages, and Arts and Sciences, asthe Fox in
the Greek Epigram, difparag’d the fair and ripe grapes, be-
caufe they were out of his reach; yet there isa neceflicy of
them, for the right dividing the word of truth which is
evinced by a man approved; who between derogating from Dr Featt
the al-fufficiency of Seripture { which is facriledge, and blaf- ,,,, ,/?1 4
phcmy ) on the one fide, and derralting from the worth of feods
Univerfity Learning(which isan Anabaptiftical frenzy) onthe
other fide ; laycs down the truth inthe middle, in this Apho-
vifine = Scripture is of it felf abundantly fufficient for wus, but we
arenot fufficient for it, without the belp of Arts and Liberall Sei- '
ences : we cannot {ufficiently conceiveor declare the works of
God without saturall Philofopby, nor Law of God without
morall, nor his Attributes without Metapbyficks, nor the di-
menfions of the Ark, and Temple without the Mathenaticks,
nor the {fongs of Sion without Mufick and Poetry: wee cannot
Intespret the text without Grammer, analize it without
Logick ,prefle and apply it without Rbetorick, Thefe it hath fee-
med good to theholy Gholk to ufe in the Penning of Scrip--
tures, to fhew their ufefulneffe in their opening ; and who can
underftand, orexpound Prophefies already tulfilled, and to
be accomplifht,without infight into prophanc Hiftory. Asfor
knowledge




